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used at the retail level to present prod-
uct to consumers, may contain a cov-
ered commodity from more than one
country of origin and/or more than one
method of production (wild and farm-
raised) provided all possible origins
and/or methods of production are list-
ed.

(e) In general, country abbreviations
are not acceptable. Only those abbre-
viations approved for use under CBP
rules, regulations, and policies, such as
“U.K.” for “The United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland”,
“Luxemb” for Luxembourg, and “U.S. or
USA” for the “United States” are ac-
ceptable. The adjectival form of the
name of a country may be used as prop-
er notification of the country(ies) of
origin of imported commodities pro-
vided the adjectival form of the name
does not appear with other words so as
to refer to a kind or species of product.
Symbols or flags alone may not be used
to denote country of origin.

(f) State or regional label designa-
tions are not acceptable in lieu of
country of origin labeling.

RECORDKEEPING

§60.400 Recordkeeping requirements.

(a) General. (1) All records must be
legible and may be maintained in ei-
ther electronic or hard copy formats.
Due to the variation in inventory and
accounting documentary systems, var-
ious forms of documentation and
records will be acceptable.

(2) Upon request by USDA represent-
atives, suppliers and retailers subject
to this subpart shall make available to
USDA representatives, records main-
tained in the normal course of business
that verify an origin claim and method
of production (wild and/or farm-raised).
Such records shall be provided within 5
business days of the request and may
be maintained in any location.

(b) Responsibilities of suppliers. (1) Any
person engaged in the business of sup-
plying a covered commodity to a re-
tailer, whether directly or indirectly,
must make available information to
the buyer about the country(ies) of ori-
gin and method(s) of production (wild
and/or farm-raised), of the covered
commodity. This information may be
provided either on the product itself,

§60.400

on the master shipping container, or in
a document that accompanies the prod-
uct through retail sale provided that it
identifies the product and its coun-
try(ies) of origin and method(s) of pro-
duction. In addition, the supplier of a
covered commodity that is responsible
for initiating a country(ies) of origin
and method(s) of production (wild and/
or farm-raised) claim must possess
records that are necessary to substan-
tiate that claim for a period of 1 year
from the date of the transaction. Pro-
ducer affidavits shall also be consid-
ered acceptable records that suppliers
may utilize to initiate origin claims,
provided it is made by someone having
first-hand knowledge of the origin of
the covered commodity and identifies
the covered commodity unique to the
transaction.

(2) Any intermediary supplier han-
dling a covered commodity that is
found to be designated incorrectly as
to the country of origin and/or method
of production (wild and/or farm-raised)
shall not be held liable for a violation
of the Act by reason of the conduct of
another if the intermediary supplier re-
lied on the designation provided by the
initiating supplier or other inter-
mediary supplier, unless the inter-
mediary supplier willfully disregarded
information establishing that the
country of origin and/or method of pro-
duction (wild and/or farm-raised) dec-
laration was false.

(3) Any person engaged in the busi-
ness of supplying a covered commodity
to a retailer, whether directly or indi-
rectly (i.e., including but not limited
to harvesters, producers, distributors,
handlers, and processors), must main-
tain records to establish and identify
the immediate previous source (if ap-
plicable) and immediate subsequent re-
cipient of a covered commodity for a
period of 1 year from the date of the
transaction.

(4) For an imported covered com-
modity (as defined in §60.200(f)), the
importer of record as determined by
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
must ensure that records: provide clear
product tracking from the port of
entry into the United States to the im-
mediate subsequent recipient and accu-
rately reflect the country of origin and
method of production (wild and/or
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farm-raised) of the item as identified in
relevant CBP entry documents and in-
formation systems; and must maintain
such records for a period of 1 year from
the date of the transaction.

(c) Responsibilities of retailers. (1) In
providing the country of origin and
method of production (wild and/or
farm-raised) notification for a covered
commodity, in general, retailers are to
convey the origin and method of pro-
duction information provided to them
by their suppliers. Only if the retailer
physically commingles a covered com-
modity of different origins and/or
methods of production in preparation
for retail sale, whether in a consumer-
ready package or in a bulk display (and
not discretely packaged) (i.e., full serv-
ice fish case), can the retailer initiate
a multiple country of origin and/or
method of production designation that
reflects the actual countries of origin
and method of production for the re-
sulting covered commodity.

(2) Records and other documentary
evidence relied upon at the point of
sale to establish a covered commod-
ity’s country(ies) of origin and designa-
tion of wild and/or farm-raised must ei-
ther be maintained at the retail facil-
ity or at another location for as long as
the product is on hand and provided to
any duly authorized representative of
USDA in accordance with §60.400(a)(2).
For pre-labeled products, the label
itself is sufficient information on
which the retailer may rely to estab-
lish the product’s origin and method(s)
of production (wild and/or farm-raised)
and no additional records documenting
origin and method of production infor-
mation are necessary.

(3) Records that identify the covered
commodity, the retail supplier, and for
products that are not pre-labeled, the
country of origin information and the
method(s) of production (wild and/or
farm-raised) must be maintained for a
period of 1 year from the date the dec-
laration is made at retail.

(4) Any retailer handling a covered
commodity that is found to be des-
ignated incorrectly as to the country
of origin and/or the method of produc-
tion (wild and/or farm-raised) shall not
be held liable for a violation of the Act
by reason of the conduct of another if
the retailer relied on the designation

7 CFR Ch. | (1-1-11 Edition)

provided by the supplier, unless the re-
tailer willfully disregarded information
establishing that the country of origin
and/or method of production declara-
tion was false.

Subpart B [Reserved]

PART 61—COTTONSEED SOLD OR
OFFERED FOR SALE FOR CRUSH-
ING PURPOSES (INSPECTION,
SAMPLING AND CERTIFICATION)

Subpart A—Regulations

DEFINITIONS

Sec.

61.1 Words in singular form.

61.2 Terms defined.

61.2a Designation of official certificates,
memoranda, marks, other identifica-
tions, and devices for purpose of the Ag-
ricultural Marketing Act.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND GENERAL

61.3
61.4

Director.

Supervisor of cottonseed inspection.
Regulations to govern.

Denial of further services.
Misrepresentation.

Application for review.

Cost of review.

61.6
61.7
61.8
61.9

LICENSED COTTONSEED SAMPLERS

61.25 Application for license as sampler;
form.

61.27 Period of license; renewals.

61.30 Examination of sampler.

61.31 License must be posted.

61.32 No discrimination in sampling.

61.33 Equipment of sampler; contents of cer-
tificate.

61.3¢ Drawing and preparation of sample.

61.36 Cause for suspension or revocation.

61.37 License may be suspended.

61.38 Suspended license to be returned to
Division.

61.39 Duplicate license.

61.40 Reports of licensed samplers.

61.41 TUnlicensed persons must not represent
themselves as licensed samplers.

61.42 Information on sampling to be kept
confidential.

Subpart B—Standards for Grades of Cot-
tonseed Sold or Offered for Sale for
Crushing Purposes Within the United
States

61.101 Determination of grade.
61.102 Determination of quantity index.
61.103 Determination of quality index.
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